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February 
Programs 
Joe Gullerud 

 

Feb. Greeters 
Joe Gullerud 
 
February 5 
Lucy Bossert, Bolder Options 

 

February 12  
Matthew Carter, Dakota County 
Historical Society 

 

February 19 
Fast for Hope 
 

February 26 
SSP Jazz Band 
 

March Programs 
Greg Kuntz,  
Angela Nalipinski  
 

March Greeters 
Greg Bauer 
Greg Kuntz 
 
SSP/ IGH Rotary Club 
Wednesdays @ 12:15pm 
Southview Country Club 
239 W Mendota Rd. WSP   
 

A special thank you to  
Dani’s host family!  
 

 
Our Mission 

The focus of our Club is to improve the educational 
opportunities for students in South Saint Paul and Inver Grove 
Heights; in addition to the many worthwhile missions of Rotary 

International. 
  

President’s Corner  
This past Sunday marked one of the oldest customs observed in the United States – 
Groundhog Day.  Punxsutawney Phil was roused from his slumber to inform the 
masses if we should expect 6 more weeks of winter.  This strange ritual actually stems 
from an ancient European Christian celebration known as Candlemas Day.  Religious 
leaders would bless candles used during the winter and pass them out to townspeople 
on February 2nd.  If the weather was sunny and clear on that day, the remaining winter 
would be long and rough.  If the weather was cloudy and gray, spring was on the way.  
Over time, Germans adapted the practice to include a hedgehog and modified the 
prediction to include the tenets we are accustomed to today.  Immigrants settling in 
Pennsylvania in the 1800’s brought the tradition with them and held the first 
statewide celebration from Gobbler’s Knob in 1887.  Of course, Groundhog Day spread 
beyond Pennsylvania and has become somewhat of a national holiday, with the term 
now used to describe a recurring event.  In 1993, this concept was the basis for a 
feature film by the same name.  Jaded and self-serving TV weatherman Phil Conners, 
portrayed by Bill Murray, is sent to cover the festivities and – thanks to an unexpected 
blizzard - finds himself trapped in a time loop.  True to character, realizing there are no 
consequences for his actions, Phil at first abuses the situation to indulge in a variety of 
unscrupulous behaviors – binge eating and drinking, one-night stands, robbery and 
reckless driving.  It is only after a period of depression and despair that he decides to 
use his knowledge of the day’s events to better himself and the lives of others, thus 
freeing himself from his “prison” and opening his heart to true happiness.  This 
allegorical tale of self-improvement is a profound statement of the timeless benefits 
of placing the needs of others above one’s own selfish desires.  We’ve all been guilty 
of Phil’s inequities in our own lives and relationships and hopefully thanks to maturity 
- and sometimes dire consequences - have learned to aspire to “the better angels of 
our nature.”  If not, I encourage you to curl up under a warm blanket this weekend to 
watch Phil’s transformation and celebrate your own Groundhog Day.     
     

 Joe Gullerud, President  



 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
Date Location Event 

February 3rd Old World 
Pizza - IGH 

Board Meeting 

February 24th Neighbors Inc. SOHR Planning Meeting 

  

Paid by Rotary in November: 

Exchange Student Stipend $80 

Meals for November- Southview Country 
Club  

$1017.58 

Charlie Thompson- Reimbursement for 
PETS 

$280 

Rotary International Dues $960 
 

    

UPCOMING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

Month Programs Greeters 

March Kuntz, 
Nalipinski 

Bauer, Kuntz 

April Shultz Bernhardson, Webb 

May Thompson, 
Zuzek 

Girard, Branchaud 

June Warner, Bauer Hassing, Thompson 

   

 

NOMINATIONS 
We all know someone, 

someone who really does 

make us realize the value 

of what they do. Someone 

selfless, someone who 

always seems to be giving 

back to the community. 

Maybe someone who 

make you realize you want 

to do more yourself! 

 

Nominate them to Joe 

Gullerud for SOHR! 

 

As a reminder this person 

must be an outstanding 

citizen in the community, 

a person who has 

made an impact on the 

greater South St. Paul, 

West St. Paul and Inver 

Grove Heights area for in 

excess of 10 years by 

having provided significant 

humanitarian service in 

these communities. 

 

DUE FEBRUARY 7TH 


