
 

The Kaposian 

  

 December 2019 

SOUTH ST. PAUL/INVER GROVE HEIGHTS ROTARY CLUB------DISTRICT 5960 

 

December 
Programs 
Paul Hassing 

 

Greeters 
Greg Kuntz  
Angela Nalipinski 
 
December 4 
District Ethics Program 

 

December 11 
Adopt a Family Gift Wrapping 

 

December 18 
SSP Varsity Singers 
 

January Programs 
John Glieden  
Jennifer Krekelberg  
 

Greeters 
Dan Warner 
Mark Zuzek 

 
 

SSP/ IGH Rotary Club 
Wednesdays @ 12:15pm 
Southview Country Club 
239 W Mendota Rd. WSP   
 
 
A special thank you to  
Danny’s host family!  
Mark and Jennifer 
Westpfahl 

 
Our Mission 

The focus of our Club is to improve the educational 
opportunities for students in South Saint Paul and Inver Grove 
Heights; in addition to the many worthwhile missions of Rotary 

International. 
  

President’s Corner  
As I decorated the house for Christmas this weekend I was thinking about the holiday 
traditions that were such an important part of my childhood and that are now observed in 
my own household: erecting and decorating the tree right after Thanksgiving; putting out a 
Christmas village; baking the German and Italian and Norwegian cookies of my family’s 
heritage; serving hors d’oeuvres of seafood, breads, cheeses, dates, olives and homemade 
dips on Christmas Eve; nativities…lots of nativities.  I then began wondering about 
Christmas traditions outside of the United States.  Do they decorate a tree?  Do they put 
lights outside their homes?  Do they give gifts, sing carols or bake cookies?  Here’s what I 
found out.  The start of the Christmas season in Columbia is marked by Little Candles’ Day.  
People place candles and paper lanterns in their windows, balconies and front yards in 
honor of the Virgin Mary and the Immaculate Conception.  Residents of Caracas, 
Venezuela roller skate to church on Christmas Eve morning.  The practice is so widespread 
that many roads are closed to cars to ensure safety.  For centuries, Norwegians have hid 
their brooms on Christmas Eve believing that on that night witches and evil spirits come 
out looking for brooms to ride on.  People in Iceland exchange books on Christmas Eve, 
then spend the rest of the night reading them and eating chocolates.  As a result, Iceland 
publishes more books per capita than any other country – selling most of them between 
September and November.  While Christmas has never been a big deal in Japan, a new 
“tradition” has emerged in recent years – a Christmas Day feast of Kentucky Fried Chicken.  
KFC Japan has taken notice and have introduced a Christmas-themed bucket and a 
premium roast-bird meal.  But how does a tradition begin and why does it continue?  For 
some it may be related to a specific event like a trip or an arrival in a new home.  For 
others, it was part of their childhood and thus keeps them connected to their origins or 
departed loved ones.  Or maybe it’s just plain fun – and worth doing again and again.  
Whatever the reason, whatever the tradition, the similarity between all of them is the 
bringing together of family and friends - and maybe even the estranged – to share the 
tenets of love and compassion given to us by the Christ-child.  “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  May this holiday season bring these 
wonderful gifts to your hearts and your homes, your family and friends, our communities 
and our nation.  And may you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Years!     

 Joe Gullerud, President  



 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
Date Location Event 

December 5th St. Paul Hotel It’s a Wonderful Life 

January 11th Hamline 
University 

District 5960 Mid-Term 

  

Paid by Rotary in November: 

Daniela Mendoza’s November Stipend $80 

Meals for November- Southview Country 
Club  

$1220.46 

Rotary District 5960 - Annual Dues $1790 

Rotary District 5960 – Foundation Event 
Tickets ( Joe Gullerud ) 

$65 

Queen of Hearts WINNER – Pam Schultz $40.50 

Education Initiative Reimbursement  
( Vision Screener) - SSP Public School 

$5596.97 

Reimbursement for candy purchase for 
The Great Halloween Get Together 

$211 

 

    

UPCOMING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

Month Programs Greeters 

January Glieden, 
Krekelberg 

Warner, Zuzek 

February Gullerud Gullerud 

March Kuntz, 
Nalipinski 

Bauer, Kuntz 

April Shultz Bernhardson, Webb 

May Thompson, 
Zuzek 

Girard, Branchaud 

June Warner, Bauer Hassing, Thompson 

   

 

Website Accounts 

 

The Kaposian is a 

great way to share 

information on 

what’s happening in 

a month. But you 

know what it 

doesn’t have?  

 

A fully sync-able 

event calendar that 

you can connect to 

your personal 

calendar. 😊 

 

Thank you to 

Charlie T, Dave W, 

Greg B, Jen K, Greg 

K, Mark Z, Paul H, 

and Paul T, for 

signing up already! 

 

 


